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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 39 AND 60 
Papers Tabled 

Papers relating to answers to questions on notice were tabled by Hon Helen Morton (Minister for Child 
Protection).  
HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Child Protection) [5.07 pm]: I indicate that I 
have an answer in response to the question asked of me earlier in the day, which was provided by the 
Department of Health; however, I am advised that I have to get State Solicitor’s Office advice before I can 
provide that information to the member.  

The PRESIDENT: So, the first answer you alluded to? 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Sorry; I wish to table some documents in relation to questions on notice 39 and 60.  

Point of Order 

Hon SALLY TALBOT: I seek your guidance, Mr President. The minister has just offered an explanation for 
her failure to provide me with an answer today. It is not clear to me where I go now in an attempt to get that 
answer, because I did not hear the minister undertake to give it to me by a certain date. If I may, with your 
indulgence, ask for a further point of clarification on that: last Thursday, in relation to question without 
notice 169, the minister was not able to provide an answer to (3) of that question, and she undertook to have the 
answer by 18 June, which is today. I understand what ministers are doing, although I am deeply disapproving as 
a member of the opposition, when they say they cannot answer questions and invite us to put them on notice. But 
I am not clear where these kind of limbo answers go, and what recourse is available to us as the opposition to 
actually get answers to those questions should they not appear from ministers.  

The PRESIDENT: I would invite the Minister for Mental Health to perhaps clear up those two points, if you 
wish. The first is in relation to the part-answer you committed to providing today, and the second one was to 
give some commitment about when you might provide the answers to the other part. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I will take the latter first. I will give it to the member as soon as I can get State 
Solicitor’s Office advice. That might be tomorrow or it might be today. I have actually asked for it today, and I 
am happy to talk to the member about that whenever I get that advice; nevertheless, as soon as I get State 
Solicitor’s Office advice on that. The second thing is that in regard to the part-answer to the question that was 
asked last week and the confirmation that it would be available today, I actually do not recall what that is to do 
with, but I will endeavour to get that for the member today.  

Hon Sally Talbot: I gave the question number. 

The PRESIDENT: Minister, can I clarify? There is a slight problem with your first commitment in that if you 
just provide the answer to the member who asked the question, it becomes a piece of private correspondence 
between two members. The initial question was asked on the record and I presume that the member wanted the 
answer on the record as well. I think it would be a far better practice if the minister committed to providing that 
answer during question time tomorrow. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Thank you, Mr President. That was my intention. I wanted to let the member know 
that if I get State Solicitor’s Office advice today, I will let her know I have it and provide the information on 
record. 
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